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Fact Pattern
State vs. Alex Mercer

On July 4th, 2023, the annual charity regatta hosted by the Lakeside Yacht Club in the coastal
town of Easthaven was marred by a shocking incident. The event, known for its high-profile
guests and luxurious yachts, was in full swing when a catastrophic fire broke out on the 'Sea
Duchess,' a 70-foot luxury yacht owned by renowned businessman, Julian Crest. The fire began
at approximately 8:00 pm, just as the fireworks display was starting.

Julian Crest was hosting a private party on his yacht, with around 20 guests aboard. The party
was in full swing with music and dancing. At around 7:45 pm, a minor altercation occurred
between two guests, but it was quickly resolved. However, at 8:05 pm, guests noticed smoke
billowing from the lower deck of the yacht. Panic ensued as the fire rapidly spread, engulfing the
yacht in flames.

Fortunately, all guests and crew members were evacuated safely, except for Julian Crest, who
was found unconscious in his cabin with severe burns and smoke inhalation. He was rushed to
the hospital and remained in critical condition for weeks. The yacht was completely destroyed in
the fire.

The investigation revealed that the fire was caused by an explosive device. Suspicion fell on
Alex Mercer, a former employee of Julian Crest who had been recently fired under acrimonious
circumstances. Witnesses recalled seeing Mercer near the yacht before the fire. Furthermore,
Mercer was known to have expertise in mechanics and electronics.

Alex Mercer was arrested on August 10th, 2023, by Detective Rowan Hale. At the time of the
arrest, Mercer was found with materials and documents that could be used to make explosive
devices. However, Mercer vehemently denied any involvement in the incident, claiming to have
been at a family gathering miles away from Easthaven on July 4th.

The State has charged Alex Mercer with attempted murder and arson. The defense argues that
Mercer had no motive for such a drastic action and that the evidence is purely circumstantial,
asserting that Mercer was not at the Lakeside Yacht Club on the night of July 4th.
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Witness Statements:
Witness Statement 1: Prosecution - Detective Rowan Hale

"My name is Detective Rowan Hale, and | led the investigation into the tragic fire incident on the
'Sea Duchess' yacht on July 4th, 2023. We immediately identified the fire's cause as an
explosive device. In our investigation, we collected various pieces of evidence that suggested
Alex Mercer's involvement. Mercer had recently purchased materials consistent with those
found at the crime scene, although it's important to note that these materials are somewhat
outdated and not unique to this type of device. Furthermore, Mercer's known expertise in
electronics and mechanics made him a prime suspect. Despite this, | acknowledge that there
were no direct fingerprints or DNA evidence found on the materials that could conclusively tie
Mercer to the crime.”

Witness Statement 2: Prosecution - Marina Wells, Party Guest

"I'm Marina Wells, a guest at Julian Crest's party aboard the 'Sea Duchess.' Before the fire
broke out, | remember seeing an individual who closely resembled Alex Mercer near the yacht.
He appeared anxious and was carrying a bag, which he quickly concealed upon noticing other
guests. It struck me as suspicious, though | must confess that my observation could be clouded,
as | had consumed a few drinks by that time. The lighting was also dim, making it difficult to
clearly identify faces, but | am fairly confident in my recollection that it was Mercer | saw.”

Witnhess Statement 3: Defense - Kevin Lorne, Mercer's Friend

"My name is Kevin Lorne, a close friend of Alex Mercer for several years. On the evening of July
4th, Alex was with me at my family's barbecue, held quite a distance away from Easthaven. He
arrived at my place around 5 pm, and as far as | remember, he was present throughout the
evening. However, there was a period when | had to leave to pick up additional supplies from
the store, which took about an hour. During this time, | can't account for Alex's whereabouts, but
it seems highly unlikely to me that he could have been involved in the yacht incident.”

Witness Statement 4: Defense - Dr. Lisa Hammond, Forensic Expert

"l am Dr. Lisa Hammond, engaged by the defense as a forensic expert to review the evidence
related to the fire on the 'Sea Duchess.' After a thorough examination of the materials found with
Alex Mercer and those recovered from the yacht, | found no definitive evidence linking these
materials directly to the explosive device used in the incident. While certain components were
similar, the lack of unique identifiers makes a direct connection speculative. Additionally, the
partial destruction of the evidence in the fire has limited the scope of my analysis. Hence, while
my findings raise questions about Mercer's involvement, they do not conclusively prove it."



